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Try BookShorts on for size

A new series of
short films based on
literary works could
provide a big boost
for publishers

BY REBECCA CALDWELL

lishing has been written, and
not by authors but by film-
makers.

Welcome to the idea of BookSh-
ors: a series of shont film adapta-
tions of books which, if they catch
o, may do for publishing what mu-
ade widens did for the recording in-
dusiry.

The vislon of producer judith
Keenan, the very first one — an ad-
aplation of Susan Swan's latest
novel, Wihar Casenova Told Me, due
ol in stores Sept. 18— airs tonight
on Bravo! as part of the Brave Fact
Presents showcase, Clocking in at
just under seven minutes, com-
plete with credits, the short film
stars Deborah Hay as Luce, & wom-
an entranced by the letters between
an ancester named Asked For
Adams (also played by Hay) and
legendary lover Casanova (Jayme
B, and is co-directed by Ed Gass-
Donnelly and Marco Pecota,

What Casamowra Told Me is pre-
sented along with Douglas Bensa-
doun's adaptation of Al Purndy's
peeem Af fhe Quinete Horel, featurning
[magically Hip front man Gord
Dowmic as & young, beer-drinking
and brawling poet, and A Question,
Soo-Won  Lee's  multi-character
presentation of Hambet's fmous
“To be or not to be” soliboguy

Ihe books aren’t meant (o pe-
pace ihe experence of rewding a
book, says Keenan, bui to entice
viewers o seck out the original
source material for the film, much
the way director Peter Jackson's
Lord of the Rings mavies boosted
sales of LR, Tolkien's novels,

“Tuming a ook into @ flm 5 ns
a new idea,” Keenan said. “al-
thaugh as ane of the publishers we
have been working with has sabd,
the shiort lmes h:l\'t-1]:t-|:u.lEEr|I|ulll:|-
revislutionize the Wiy readers are
i uced to baooks”

Tl Toronto-based Keenan first
hiit upen the idea of making books
imto shont films as a marketing tool
whien working as a book publicist in

BookShyrts

T he next chapter in book pulb-

e

FIRED LEIMTHIT CGLERT ANT WAL

A short film adaptation of Susan Swan's novel What Casanova Told Me, airs tonight on Bravo!

PRI LLIMA FERIE L AN AN MLATLL

Gaord Downie stars in a short
hased on an Al Purdy posm.

the Unbted States. Forever trying o
think of new ways (o enthce Ameri-
can resders 1o take intenest n Ca-
nadian authors, she collaborated
with Douglas Cooper o make a
“music video®-sivle interpretation
of his ook Amnesia, the success of

which, Keenan says, dramatically
increased demand for appearances
by the anther.

Fulmimng Swian s book wias a naru-
ral, says Keenan, since they had
struck up a working relationship
when she pooduced Sexeeal Godhic,
it touring theatre prul:hlrl'
on works by Swan, Barbara Gowdy
and Eric MeCormack.

Working with playwright Judith
Thomaasn, it waok Keenan six
months of painstaking ploming to
adapt Swan's 352-page novel inte
the short film. While she says it's
el & new art form, bat “an enter-
taimmieit,” thie flm does have to
hiave its owm artistic merit.

“0ne of the things we had to get
our heads around was that it was
nit godng 1o be a scene out of the
book, which would make the film
incomplete, and it was not atmos-
pheric — it's not a montage — that
it must have s own through-line,”
Keenan sald. “It is in every way &

alvinrt fillim that stands alone.”

Sinoe What Casaroun Told Me
miade s debiin ar Toronto's Waorkd-
wide Shor Film Festival in May,
publishers have embraced the (dea
of producing shor films for their
meEwesl relemses.

Keenan has signed development
deals for futwre flms with both |
Thomas Allen Publishers and Me-
Arthur & Company, mcluding Pat-
rick Walson's memadr This Hawr
Has Seven Decades, due out from |
MeAnhur in October. |

|

Imi the meantimie, What Casanoua
Told Me is scheduled 1o play at bath
book and film festivals, including |
the 5t John's International Wom-
en’s Film Festival in October, To-
ronto's Waord on the Strect later this |
muanth and the Vancowver Interna- |
tional 'Writers Festival in October,
Keenan is also working on o distri- |
bution deal that would make the
format miore widely available to the
public.

www.BookShorts.com



